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175 Eagle Street, Brisbane CBD 

Charter Hall undertook to redesign the ground level and associated 
open realm of the commercial office tower located at 175 Eagle Street 
in Brisbane’s CBD. Hassell architect's design intent sought to: 
• Reinvent address to public realm on Queen Street 
• Strengthen link to Brisbane river and wider Brisbane context 
• Define four entrances as separate entities 
• Improve public link connection between Eagle Street and river 

Brecknock Consulting was engaged, by Charter Hall, to provide public 
art advice and project manage the delivery of a public artwork for the 
site. 

The requirement was for an integrated artwork at ground level to 
achieve the following objectives: 
• Provide a unique public address 
• Visually enliven the building’s entrance during both the day and 
evening 
• Enhance the public link connection between Eagle Street and the river 
• Creatively interpret and express the relationship between the city and 
the river 

Brecknock Consulting developed the conceptual framework; Threading 
Through - An artwork which inhabits the laneway can stitch itself to the 
building fabric, embroidering a passage between city and river, 
threading through the site, for artists to respond to. 

The commissioned artwork, by Melbourne based artist Alexander Knox, 
is titled ‘The carpet of Echidna’ 

Artist Concept statement: 
The granite lane-way wall that runs through 175 Eagle Street would 
become the site of an abstracted and fragmentary three dimensional 
frieze of metallic scales. These scales refer in form, pattern and 
essence to the skin of the once endemic Carpet Python Morelia spilota. 
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These magnificent creatures would have moved through this site with a 
fluidity akin to the nearby river. The installation is conceived as a hybrid 
of the natural and the urban. It is at once organic and synthetic and 
conflates ideas of the primeval and the chic. The dramatic diagonal 
patterns of these python are of course about camouflage and survival in 
the wild, but within this ultra urban, open air passage that leads to fine 
dining and the river, the readings shift. The armorial shimmer of 
interlocking scales arranged pixel like in bright metallics, play to the 
luxe and exotic connotations synonymous with reptile skin. Snakes are 
one of the most ancient and wide spread creatures in mythology and 
have been associated with some of the oldest stories known to 
humankind. They ancient Greeks considered them guardians and the 
reoccurring act of a snake shedding its skin has been symbolically 
linked with notions of immortality, rebirth and transformation. 

* Echidna in the ancient Greek Pantheon was a nymph and she viper 
who lived in a great underground cavern and never aged. She was 
married to the serpent god Typhon and was the mother of the Hydra, 
Cerberus and the Sphinx. 

The tranisition from the concept images above to the finished artwork 
demonstrates the skill of the artist. 

 

 

 

  




