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IFLA National Congress 2012, Cape Town, South 
Africa 

In September Richard Brecknock presented a paper on culturally 
responsive approaches to planning and design at the 49th World 
Congress of the International Federation of Landscape Architects which 
was held in Cape Town. 

The congress theme was "Landscapes in Transition" with the sub 
themes of Natural Landscapes in transition, Urban Landscapes in 
transition and Cultural Landscapes in transition, Richard's paper was 
presented as part of the Cultural Landscape stream. Of considerable 
interest were several presentations by South African landscape 
architects about projects relating to reconciliation and new approaches 
to public places in post apartheid South Africa. In summary the 
approach could be described as moving through four phases: first the 
process of Emergences from the past into a new context; secondly 
Acceptance that change is underway and new approaches need to be 
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found; thirdly Reconciliation between past and present; and finally 
Regeneration of a sense of community and truly public spaces. 

An inspiring example of the small steps that can lead to significant 
outcomes was observed during a visit to the Khayelitsha Township 
where a recently developed route for cyclists and pedestrians between 
the rail terminal and town square has transformed the urban 
environment through the provision of a wide path system with street 
tree planting and a high level of illumination. The system, part of the 
VPUU (Violence Prevention through Urban Upgrading) urban renewal 
projects, has provided a safe route for people to travel to work and 
other public facilities with ease and comfort. In a community that has so 
little, the things we take for granted as a base level requirement for 
urban design can make such a difference to the everyday lives of 
thousands of people, 
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