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EthnicA Conference 

Richard Brecknock was recently invited to Christchurch by the NZ 
Office of Ethnic Affairs to speak at the EthnicA conference on the 
opportunities for an intercultural planning approach to the rebuilding of 
a post earthquake city.  The conference included local architects, 
redevelopment authority representatives, community members and 
Christchurch City Council officers and Mayor Bob Parker.  Discussion 
focused on the changing demographic profile of the city and how the 
rebuilding of the city provides an opportunity to reflect contemporary life 
and meet the needs of future generations. 

Seeing the aftermath of the 2011 and 2012 earthquakes on the nightly 
news in Australia does not prepare one for the first hand experience of 
the devastation across the city and especially the catastrophe of the 
Christchurch central business district.  

Despite the devastation there are significant signs of human spirit and 
creativity at work across the city, this made Richard’s conference paper 
titled “What is a City but it’s people?” all the more poignant.  For 
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example the “Re: Start” Mall http://www.restart.org.nz/index.php built 
from shipping containers has brought a hint of normality back to the 
CBD by creating a place where people can shop, do the banking and 
meet over a cup of coffee in one of the container coffee shops. 

Another example of creativity and innovation at work are the “Gap 
Filler” projects http://www.gapfiller.org.nz/ where demolition sites have 
been utilised for installations such as open air cinemas or dance 
venues.  The “Dance-O-Mat” provides a dance floor and a converted 
coin operated washing machine functions as a sound system to provide 
a place for friends to meet, to dance and to help lift the spirits of the 
community.  There are a wide range of other creative Gap Filler 
projects to be discovered such as the “Think Differently” book 
exchange, a simple fridge full of books sitting on a vacant corner lot. 

While the EthnicA conference session on cultural planning focused on 
the complex issues associated with the long term rebuilding of the city, 
it was wonderful to see that the people of Christchurch are utilising their 
creativity to, as far as possible, normalise their lives and rebuild their 
sense of community through projects such as the “Re: Start Mall” and 
“Gap Filler”. 
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5th Australian Healthy Cities: Making Cities Liveable 
Conference 

Brecknock Consulting’s Curator, Beth Jackson will be speaking at the 
upcoming 5th Australian Healthy Cities: Making Cities Liveable 
Conference in Geelong, Victoria (6-8 June). Her paper will explore the 
role of public art within urban renewal projects and its capacity to 
achieve the expression of local identity and creative community. It will 
question and consider the inter-relationship between health and 
creativity and between a sense of wellbeing and a sense of place, for 
both individuals and communities. 

For more information on the conference visit: 
http://www.healthycities.com.au/ 
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