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Redcliffe Seaside Village 

In 2010 Brecknock Consulting was engaged by Moreton Bay Regional Council, 
working closely with the AECOM landscape design team, to develop and deliver 
a public art program for the Redcliffe foreshore. Council recognised this area to 
be “one of the most significant strips of land within the Moreton Bay region” and 
deserving of a high standard of contemporary, attractive public amenity.  

A key challenge of the project was to balance a respect for the historical 
significance of the site and an appreciation of its old-world charm with an 
expression and celebration of contemporary cultural and environmental 
significance for the site and for the unique habitat of Moreton Bay. We 
developed a conceptual framework for the public art program entitled “Sea 
Changes” as a means of capturing this creatively evolving sense of place and 
time and collective shifts in personal and public perceptions. Art opportunities 
were identified within the various layers of the foreshore experience. 

 

OPTO, an iconic wind-driven artwork by New Zealand Phil Price, cleverly and 
playfully expresses the coastal breezes and currents, generating a sense of 



2

arrival and destination for Redcliffe and gently alluding to a past time of sea-
side carnival and a future of environmental sensitivity. 

To view a video of OPTO visit our website: 
http://www.brecknockconsulting.com.au/projects/Redcliffe_Seaside_Village.html 

 

Apparatus for non-destructive transmission of biological visualization is a 
pedestrian-scaled interactive sculptural device by local artist Russell Anderson. 
Viewers are invited to turn a handle, generating power to view images of the life 
force of a sea-creature contained within. The artist has provided a fictional 
narrative of the 19th century invention and sea-voyaging usage of this device 
and its wreckage in Moreton Bay as food for popular street-side amusement on 
Redcliffe Parade. 

 

Seachange by Hew Chee Fong and Loretta Noonan is a pair of granite boat 
forms positioned close to the shoreline. The boat is explored as an archetypal 
form inviting people to rest, recreate and dream. The work evokes the historic 
significance of the site as the place of the first convict settlement in Queensland 
and the landing of the ship Amity in 1824. However the work’s gentle poetry 
refers to wider stories of boating and fishing, including the whaling industry 
which was based in Moreton Bay, and indeed even the local sea-creatures 
themselves which include dolphins, turtles and dugong. 
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A placemaking project in the southern area parkland provided opportunity for 
local Indigenous artists Bianca Beetson and Megan Cope to explore and 
express the site’s significance, past and present, from an Aboriginal 
perspective. Story Poles by Bianca Beetson features ancient designs in 
contemporary translation, located along a pathway with internal lighting for 
brilliant evening effect. Within the pathway itself are three ceramic tableaux by 
Megan Cope featuring maps of Moreton Bay with a mixture of Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous place names and references. Together these works sponsor an 
inclusive sense of gathering and cultural exchange for family and community in 
a spirit of reconciliation. 

Story Poles photo credit: Moreton Bay City Council 
After the Flood photo credit: Megan Cope 
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Also as part of the artwork program, Brisbane-based artist Brad Nunn consulted 
closely with local retired servicemen to design a new Anzac Memorial. 
Recognising that the annual Redcliffe Anzac Day parade and dawn service is 
one of largest in South East Queensland, the new memorial achieves an iconic 
scale and presence as a hollow bronze cenotaph, inscribed with the names of 
past and present conflicts and select single words for meditation. The internally 
lit lantern-like form rises and falls in intensity, evoking an eternal sleep of the 
fallen, dramatic against the tidal shore and skyline of Moreton Bay. 

Left image, photo credit Brad Nunn 
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